What sort of system
of care fails to tackle

. EOPLE whose disabili-
| ties force them to rely .
on state-run or private
, care suffer the curse of
~ being out of sight and out of
. mind: Many Victorians prefer
- not to think about what it is
* like to be so reliant on others,
let alone consider the potential
for neglect and abuse that such
vulnerability creates. Care
standards are low on the list of
political priorities come elec-
tion time and the voices of
people in care are rarely heard.
Thiat i$ why Victoria has the
Public Advocate to protect the
rights of people with a disabil-
ity, but, as The Age has
revealed, the extent of sexual
assault and abuse of people in -

- ments 86 cases

- vention and only
_prosecution and j

_people make criminal
- complaints to the polx

involving peopl
disabilities or m
third involved sexu
but few resulted i

offender. Last year,

abuse unit, which is twic
many.as a decade ago. While

reporting rates may ‘have nsen, !

Victoria’s.capacity to ensure
justice for people who suffer

abuse in care has cleaﬂy not .

improved.

No government. can claJm .
“ignorance of the problem. In_

2009, the Public Advocate told.
The Age that health authorities
had been notified of almost 900

of the allegatlons of assaul;

~ were agamst a carer. Despite

ordering a review in 2007, the .

"):esponses of the community

_ services minister and her
department two vears ago were
_patently inadequate, a view

~ confirmed by the Ombuds-

~ man’s 2009 finding that the
department had repeatedly

€ apy:
- succ sﬁﬂprosecuuons

the justice system strugel
with such cases. '
_ Carers’ recruitment and

L

- _ price for the public reluctance
*training also demand scrutiny.
- Ms Pearce said staff often
 lacked the skills to'deal with
abuse allegations and ensure
‘ frhese ‘were pursued Police
needed tralmngto make su

own fundmg respon-
(elo] many vu]nerable -

alternative accommodauon if

; they make allegations againsta

T fellow resident. Effect-

ople in care pay a terrible

1o pro rly fund support
ces. All Victorians should

be dismayed that the serious.

abuse of our society’s most.

.+ vulnerable membershas =~
o connnued rso manyyears .




